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A DISCOURSE ON THE NATURE OF WOMEN IN MUSICOLOGY

However, I am not longer sure what MUSIC is.
Susan McClarв

I. Foreword

In СТs dТscussТon oП tСe so-called Neа 
MusТcoloРв Тn one oП СТs artТcles SteПano 
CastelveccСТ cСaracterТгed СТmselП as “a lТnРuТst 
Пrom Mars: a vТsТtor to tСe AmerТcan academТa Пrom 
outer space (Т. e., Пrom Europe)” Д2, p. 185]. SТnce 
even CastelveccСТ consТders СТmselП as a MartТan 
alТen comТnР doаn to neа academТc Рround, Пrom 
аСere maв I tСen be reРarded (a cТtТгen oП Eastern 
Europe РaгТnР at Western MusТcoloРв Тn a ПutТle 
attempt to dТscern аСere tСe “old” Тs and аСere tСe 
“neа” Тs)? I must be Пrom anotСer Рalaбв, or even 
ПurtСer; perСaps, tСe best Тs to descrТbe me not as 
a Сuman beТnР, but a creature oП tСe downworld 

(accordТnР to tСe Пamous TanТtС Lee, tСe neа аave 
BrТtТsС Пantasв novelТst), learnТnР tСe Сumans’ аaв 
oП tСТnkТnР and speakТnР. And, oП course, tСe irst 
tСТnР tСat leРendarТlв ПrТРСtens all tСe dаarves and 
РСosts, Тs tСe subject oП Gender MusТcoloРв (tСe 
post-SovТet scСolar dТscovers tСe Пreedom to аrТte 
about subjects аСТcС Сe could recentlв onlв dream 
oП), аСТcС Тs essentТal and oП tСe Рreatest Тnterest 
to all neаcomers.

It Тs oП no surprТse tСat musТc appears as tСe 
realm oП dТППerent seбual metapСors; contrarТlв, 
musТc seems to be just tСe one amonР tСe аСole 
arraв oП dТППerent Сuman actТvТtТes, all oП аСТcС 
are ТndТsputablв tТed to seбualТtв. TСe “neа 
musТcoloРТsts” speak about matters quТte ПoreТРn to 
tСe true domaТn oП musТcoloРв (as Тt аas represented 
Тn tСe Old, prevТous, but not Тn tСe New scСolarsСТp); 
tСeТr subject matter Тncludes, Пor Тnstance, non-
tradТtТonal seбualТtв (“tСe eбperТence oП СТmselП as a 
Рaв man Тn musТc” bв PСТlТp Brett) Д1]; dТППerent sorts 
oП “dТППerences” (RutС SolТe) Д9], polТtТcal problems, 
Рovernmental and class relatТons, etc. AccordТnР to 
Susan McClarв, one oП tСe most promТnent apostles 
oП tСe neа scСolarsСТp, tСe constructТon combТnТnР 
Рender and seбualТtв “Тs probablв tСe most obvТous 
aspect oП ПemТnТst musТc crТtТcТsm” Д4, p. 7]. As sСe 
аrТtes, “musТc Тs Д…] concerned аТtС tСe arousТnР 

and cСannelТnР oП desТre, аТtС mappТnР patterns 
tСrouРС tСe medТum oП sound tСat resemble tСose 
oП seбualТtв” ДIbТd., p. 8]. TСus, tСe neа scСolarsСТp 
Тntends “to develop tСe musТcal semТotТcs oП Рender: 
a set oП conventТons Пor constructТnР ‘masculТnТtв’ 
or ‘ПemТnТnТtв’ Тn musТc” ДIbТd.]. TСe same aspects 
are dТscovered bв McClarв everваСere, and sСe 
dТscusses tСem Тn tСe same manner as ТП sСe spoke 
about vulРar pornoРrapСТc movТes: Пor Тnstance, 
Сer brТeП remarks concernТnР several oП tСem (“tСe 
musТcal representatТons oП masculТne bravura or 
ПemТnТne seductТveness Тn IndТana Jones movТes” 
ДIbТd.]; Сer eбtraordТnarв tСouРСt about Jaws: 

“tСe vaРТna dentate,” etc) ДIbТd., p. 16]. Onlв a 
Рlance at tСe “beРТnnТnР paРes” oП Сer volumТnous 
researcС sСoаs tСat tСere Тs sometСТnР more tСan 
tСe astonТsСТnР ТmaРТnatТon sСe possesses (botС 
Сer adСerents and opponents аТllТnРlв accept 
tСat). WСat kernel Тs covered bв tСat “astonТsСТnР” 
metapСorТcal stratum?

II. The Quest for the Woman’s Identity

McClarв aПirms tСat “tСrouРСout Тts СТstorв Тn 
tСe West, musТc Сas been an actТvТtв ПouРСt over 
bТtterlв Тn terms oП Рender ТdentТtв.” ConsТderТnР 
tСese аords, Тt Тs oП no surprТse tСat McClarв stТll 
contТnues iРСtТnР bТtterlв, аСТle sСe unmasks tСe 
real male or Пemale ТdentТtв Тn dТППerent musТcal 
strata. TСus, Сer descrТptТons oП BeetСoven’s 
“musТcal sТns” quТcklв became аell-knoаn Тn tСe 
publТc medТa: sСe poТnts out sucС Пeatures as tСe 
“assaultТve pelvТc poundТnР,” “seбual vТolence” and 
“tСe tСrottlТnР, murderous raРe oП rapТst Тncapable 
oП attaТnТnР release” Тn СТs аorks Д5, p. 7].

Later аe sСall return to tСe questТon oП tСe 
аordТnР and tСe possТble reasons Пor McClarв’s 
аratС concernТnР BeetСoven’s rapТst tendencТes. 
Noа Пrom Сere Тt Тs easв to trace tСe аoman’s 
ТdentТtв Тn musТc, аСТcС ostensТblв sСould be tСe 
opposТte oП tСe embodТment oП BeetСoven’s “terrТble 
Рender” Тn sound.
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PolarТгТnР ПemТnТnТtв aРaТnst masculТnТtв 
resТdes Тn tСe majorТtв oП ПemТnТst аrТtТnРs; a 
аoman Тs an entТtв tСat maв not be artТculated 
Тn ТsolatТon, but must be presented Тn opposТtТon, 
Тn reverse, or poТnted as a response to a certaТn 
otСer entТtв. It Тs perСaps tСТs Пact аСТcС dТscloses 
tСe СТdden аeakness oП “аomen’s uplТПtТnР” (or 
“butcСerТnР up,” as McClarв eбpresses Тt), аСТcС 
stТll needs an oblТque approval bв male autСorТtв 
Дsee, Пor Тnstance, 8]. TСus, just as Сas been sСoаn 
above, tСe ПemТnТsts start tСeТr eбplanatТons 
about аomen bв descrТbТnР tСe opposТnР sТde. 
And certaТnlв tСТs makes clear ТmmedТatelв 
tСat dТscourse oП tСe ПolloаТnР kТnd leads us 
to quТte an eбposed and neРatТve connotatТon 
oП аomen. As MartСa MТnoа declares, “аСen 
аe ТdentТПв one tСТnР as unlТke tСe otСers, аe 
are dТvТdТnР tСe аorld; аe use our lanРuaРe to 
eбclude, to dТstТnРuТsС – to dТscrТmТnate” Д6, p. 
3]. ConsТderТnР tСТs statement, one maв ask аСв 
do аomen provТde eбclusТon oП tСemselves, but 
not oП men? TСe Тdea oП Пemale “аeakness,” 
aРaТnst аСТcС ПemТnТsts protest so resentПullв, 
could be consТdered as notСТnР else but tСeТr oаn 
Пantasв. AccordТnР to manв studТes bв ПemТnТsts, 
tСe ПolloаТnР dТcСotomв oП males / females Тs 
represented Тn accordance to tСe scСemes oП order 
/ chaos, intellect / feelings, spirit / body, culture 
/ nature (tСese eбamples do not contaТn anвtСТnР 
blameаortСв вet; but keep readТnР); attraction 

/ repulsion, wisdom / insanity, good / bad (tСat 
Тs tСe essentТal meanТnР, tСe overall root Пor tСe 
entТre lТst), etc. I sСall cТte tСe same McClarв: “tСe 
‘ПemТnТne’ Тs аeak, abnormal, and subjectТve; tСe 
‘masculТne’ stronР, normal, and objectТve” Д4, p. 
10]. JudРТnР ПemТnТst tСeorв as a аСole, tСe аoman 
embodТes tСe dТscourse oП “otСerness,” аСТcС Тs 
alаaвs opposed to tСe masculТne “rТРСtness.” And 
certaТnlв tСe deПensТve stance Тs unavoТdable and 
essentТal Пor ПemТnТsts; tСТs eбplaТns manв oП tСeТr 
“stranРe” moves.

Hoаever, tСese antТnomТes seem to be slТpperв, 
deceptТve and ТmprecТse, ПaТlТnР to relect tСe entТre 
varТetв oП real pСenomena oП Рender Тn tСeТr actual 
realТtв. For Тnstance, sТnce tСeв accept tСe opposТtТon 
oП culture / nature (amonР tСe eбamples are tСose oП 
Ellen KoskoПП and Suгanne CusТck), аСв do tСeв not 
take Пor Рranted sucС an opposТtТon as cТvТlТгatТon 
and culture (аСТcС аe do not ind amonР tСeТr 
eбamples), popularТгed bв anotСer verв Пamous 
Western pСТlosopСer, and not at all contaТnТnР anв 
dТscrТmТnatТon aРaТnst аomen? (In СТs book “TСe 

DeclТne oП tСe West” Osаald SpenРler demonstrates 
tСe irst entТtв, “cТvТlТгatТon,” Тn quТte a neРatТve 
lТРСt Тn comparТson аТtС tСe second, “culture.”) 
Hoаever, a sТnРle eбceptТon does not cСallenРe tСe 
overall neРatТve scСeme. TСus tСe most mТsoРвnТst 
studТes, sucС as tСose oП Otto WeТnТnРer, became 
Пundamental Пor botС ПemТnТsts and Пor tСeТr deadlв 
enemТes.

ObservТnР tСe aПorementТoned constructТon, I 
make bold to aПirm tСat Тt Тs ПallacТous to Пolloа 
tСat tаoПold, black-and-аСТte constructТon, 
sТnce tСe real dТcСotomв oП Рender Тs mucС more 
complТcated; and tСe real Рoal Пor ПemТnТsm sСould 
lТe beвond tСe mentТoned dТcСotomв. Later аe 
sСall dТscuss arРuments botС pro et contra Пor tСat 
versТon oП ПemТnТsm.

AmonР tСe more or less posТtТve deinТtТons Пor 
аomen, ПemТnТsts cСoose tСe sвmbol oП tСe “bodв” 
(as opposed to tСe “mТnd”) and tСeТr ПavourТte 
“pleasure” (versus men’s “desТre”). TСe dТscourse oП 
tСe bodв Тs sometСТnР underestТmated bв European 
cТvТlТгatТon, аСТcС Тs аСв tСe acquТttal oП tСe bodв 
presumes Пor ПemТnТsm a аaв oП re-dТscrТmТnatТnР 
oП аoman СerselП (“resurrectТon oП tСe lesСlв,” 
as McClarв poТnts out). TСe Тdea oП pleasure also 
possesses Тmmeasurable value and sТРnТicance: just 
Тn order to empСasТгe tСat McClarв devotes plentв 
oП paРes oП Сer studв, constructТnР tСe approprТate 
Пundament аСТcС consТsts oП manв parts Пrom tСe 
treatТses oП respected pСТlosopСers and tСeorТsts. 
“Far Пrom indТnР pleasure to be trТvТal,” Foucault 
tСen announced tСat “pleasure tСerebв becomes 
polТtТcal ratСer tСan prТvate – Тt becomes one oП 
tСe prТncТpal means bв аСТcС СeРemonТc culture 
maТntaТns Тts poаer” Д4, p. 29].

PolТtТcal ТmplТcatТon Тs anotСer tСТnР tСat stТrs 
ПemТnТsts; musТc Тs not onlв a seбual but a polТtТcal 
act. TСat Тs one oП tСe reasons Пor tСe accusatТon 
aРaТnst BeetСoven: СТs ТmplТed ТmaРe as a “rapТst” 
oППends all аomen.

Hoаever, tСe constТtutТon oП tСese antТnomТes 
sСould be consТdered as tСe irst staРe oП “Рender 
constructТon” Тn musТc, provТded bв ПemТnТsts, 
Пolloаed bв tСe sвstem oП peculТar and СТРСlв 
detaТled deinТtТons: tСe bar-lТne Тs quТte opposТte 
to tСe round-sСaped notes; tСe “masculТne” and 
“ПemТnТne” cadences are deined bв аСetСer “tСe 
inal cСord oП a pСrase or sectТon occurs on tСe 
stronР beat” or “Тt Тs postponed to Пall on a аeak 
beat” ДIbТd., p. 9]. EverвtСТnР Тs tСТs аorld Тs 
dТssected, splТt Тn tаo, everваСere аe are Пorced 
to recoРnТгe tСe ПemТnТne and masculТne Пeatures. 
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TСat Тs аСв tСТs total dТcСotomв Тs requТred: 
everвtСТnР becomes sТmple and clear; аСatever 
Тs masculТne cannot be ПemТnТne. TСe arroа 
sСape, release, ratТo, tСe domТnatТon oП tonalТtв 
on one sТde; roundness, prolonРatТon, sensТbТlТtв, 
tСe enПeeblТnР oП tonalТtв on tСe reverse. IП tСere 
Тs tensТon and release, tСat presumes seбual 
ejaculatТon, and tСe beat oП tСe cadence sСoаs us 
аСetСer Тt Тs man or аoman аСo Сas tСe clТmaб. 
SТmplв Пor tСe prТce oП tСe overall condemnatТon 
oП аomen, Пor tСe sake oП ПastenТnР tСem to tСe 
posТtТon oП “badness” (as opposed to everвtСТnР 
tСat Тs posТtТve, as a remТnder), аomen’s nature 
starts to be ТdentТiable, vТsТble and capable oП 
beТnР manТpulated Тn tСe latter dТscourse. SТnce tСe 
tСeoretТcal backРround oП tСat sort oП ПemТnТsm Тs 
apparentlв too аeak (or “ПemТnТne,” ТП вou аТsС), 
аe sСall not dТscuss Тt anвmore, but turn Тnstead to 
tСe questТon oП Сoа tСТs “аomen’s dТscourse” Тs 
put Тnto practТce.

III. Representations  
of the Female in Music.

In tСТs sectТon I sСall concentrate on manв 
dТППerent representatТons oП аomen bв Susan 
McClarв, RutС SolТe and otСers.

AccordТnР to tСe RevТeа bв Paula HТРРТns on 
McClarв’s studв “FemТnТne EndТnРs,” ‘McClarв 
Сas a consТderable РТПt Пor ТnterpretТnР musТc as a 
cultural paradТРm, and аСetСer or not one accepts 
Сer metapСors and aРrees аТtС tСe broad conclusТons 
sСe draаs Пrom tСem, Сer аrТtТnР about musТc Тs 
passТonate and compellТnР” Д3, p. 183]. McClarв’s 
major poТnt Тs to ТdentТПв tСe tradТtТon oП аomen’s 
madness, аСТcС became tСe essentТal condТtТon Пor 
аomen’s state oП conscТousness Тn Western opera. 
SСe concentrates on MonteverdТ’s operas, declarТnР 
tСat tСeв created a model Пor depТctТnР аomen Тn 
opera, ПaТlТnР to descrТbe anotСer state oП aППaТrs 
evТdent Тn tСe most Пamous operas, as аТtС VerdТ’s 
and PuccТnТ’s operatТc СeroТnes, аСo do not embodв 
tСe tradТtТon oП tСe Тnsane СвsterТcal аoman on tСe 
аСole. NevertСeless, Сer descrТptТon oП BТгet’s 
Carmen mТРСt be reРarded as a аork oП РenТus oП 
orТРТnalТtв and deserves a specТal attentТon.

But irst аe must cast a Рlance at tСe questТon 
oП tonalТtв / dТssonance, аСТcС, surprТsТnРlв, takes 
on specТic Тmportance Тn tСe case oП Carmen. 

McClarв provТdes a meanТnРПul dТscussТon 
concernТnР ScСoenberР’s “TСeorв oП Harmonв” 
аСТcС descrТbes a patС leadТnР to tСe dТssolutТon oП 
tonalТtв. AccordТnР to our РenТus oП ТnterpretatТon, 

“tСe polТtТcal revolutТonarв ДScСoenberР], аСo 
boldlв demands seбual lТcense, Тs noаСere to be 
seen” Д4, p. 107]. AПter tСe perТod oП anarcСв (tСe 
depТctТon oП tСe mad Пemale Тn СТs Erwartung), Сe 
turns back to tСe Тdea oП supreme ratТonal control: 
“so tСat anarcСв аould not ensue, but ratСer a 
neа Пorm oП order. I maв add, Сoаever, tСat tСТs 
neа order аТll soon beРТn to resemble tСe old, 
untТl Тt becomes completelв equТvalent to tСe old” 
ДIbТd., p. 108]. AccordТnР to tСТs, not atonalТtв, but 
cСromatТcТsm ТtselП means ПemТnТnТtв, tСe opposТte 
oП tonalТtв. EquТpped аТtС tСese analвtТcal tools, 
McClarв provТdes Сer readТnР oП opera аТtС manв 
pТercТnР ТnsТРСts.

TСe melodТc lТne oП Carmen Тs obvТouslв 
cСromatТc, аСТcС relects tСe maТn СeroТne’s state 
oП “otСerness” (see tСe “Habanera”). SСe Тs a real 
ПemТnТst СeroТne, tСe opposТte oП tСe oПicТallв 
ordered masculТne socТetв and conveвТnР a аoman’s 
“bodТlв outlook” (аСТcС Рreatlв corresponds to tСe 
аell-knoаn Пact tСat conПuses manв researcСers 
oП Сer non-tradТtТonal operatТc representatТon Тn 
dance-sonРs Тnstead oП arТas). McClarв poТnts 
out Carmen’s musТcal dТstТnctТon, as opposed to 
tСe totallв dТatonТc MТcaela (not to mentТon Сer 
empСasТгed seбual moralТtв); tСe same tвpe oП 
“lвrТc urРencв” dТstТnРuТsСes Don Josц (“tСe most 
paТnПul mama’s boв Тn tСe СТstorв oП opera”) Д7, 
p. 35]. MeanаСТle, tСe sТmТlarlв cСromatТc and 
sensual toreador Тs seen as tСe real protaРonТst 
Пor Carmen, notаТtСstandТnР tСe ТmpossТbТlТtв oП 
tСeТr mutual atonal coeбТstence. “SТnce Carmen Тs 
cСromatТcТsm, sСe must be destroвed, musТcallв as 
аell as dramatТcallв, bв tСe upСolder oП bourРeoТs 
tonal order,” HТРРТns аrТtes Д3, p. 181]. “BТгet’s 
musТcal strateРТes Д…] set up almost unbearable 
tensТons tСat cause tСe lТstener not onlв to accept 
Carmen’s deatС as ‘ТnevТtable,’ but to desire Тt” Д4, 
p. 62].

AmonР some oП tСe otСer perspТcacТous Тdeas 
oП McClarв I sСall empСasТгe one аСТcС, Тn mв 
opТnТon, nevertСeless, I аould consТder verв 
dubТous. I Сave Тn mТnd Сer entТrelв sСockТnР 
eбplanatТon oП tСe Пamous scene аТtС Carmen and 
Josц sТnРТnР СТs “Floаer SonР” (about СТs staвТnР 
Тn prТson and “Пevered lonРТnР and dread” about 
Carmen). TСe melodТc lТne аТtС a barelв attaТned 
culmТnatТon movТnР Рraduallв Тn several approacСes 
up to tСe inal burst, alonР аТtС tСe lТterarв teбt аТtС 
masocСТstТc submissions (dТscovered bв McClarв), 
leave Сer no doubt (and seemТnРlв not Carmen 
eТtСer) tСat Josц’s conПessТon oП СТs masturbatorв 
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practТces Тs represented. TСat Тs аСв Тt comes as 
no surprТse tСat Carmen ТmmedТatelв rejects СТs 
love аТtС anРer (I аould determТne Сer actТon as 
a dramatТcallв unpredТctable move), аСТle tСeТr 
dТstТnctТons and ТnteРrТtв to tСe dТametrТcallв 
opposed аorlds oП tСe masculТne and tСe ПemТnТne 
amplТПв to a Рreater eбtent. “He reconverts Сer 
back Тnto a dТstanced object oП desТre even Тn Сer 
presence; Сe manaРes ‘to transcend’ onlв bв so 
doТnР. Д…] Josц’s moment oП Рreatest passТon 
Тs СТs selП-absorbed monoloРue, СТs ТnternalТгed 
metapСвsТcal narratТve tСat Сas no room Пor anotСer 
Сuman voТce” Д4, p. 59]. TСe tСorouРС descrТptТon 
bв McClarв does not actuallв dТsaПirm tСe valТdТtв 
oП anotСer poТnt oП vТeа, especТallв sТnce Don Josц, 
aПter all, Сas no need oП beТnР deПended bв аomen, 
Тn partТcular, аСo succeed Тn tСeТr counterattack.

For me Тt Тs questТonable tСat tСe maТn content 
oП tСТs arТa Тs so Тmmutablв clear and ТndubТtablв 
tТed to СТs pervasТve practТces (аСТle dreamТnР 
about seб аТtС Carmen). We do not Сave to ПorРet 
tСat Тt Тs sСe, not Сe, аСo аТdens tСe dТstance 
betаeen tСem, ПorcТnР Josц to perПorm СТs paТnПul 
conПessТon about СТs СТdden tСouРСts (sСe does 
tСat because oП Сer oаn РuТleПul desТre to ensnare 
СТm Тnto tСeТr Рвpsв journeв); moreover, amonР 
tСe peculТarТtТes аСТcС as Пar as I knoа all tСe 
ПemТnТsts (at least, Тt Тs true oП Susan McClarв) 
obvТouslв ПaТl to observe, Тs not merelв tСe 
presence oП seбualТtв, but Тts qualТtв and temper. 
SeбualТtв maв be dТscovered everваСere Тn everв 
Сuman actТvТtв, even Тn anв tвpe oП tСouРСt, but 
Тt Тs embodТed verв dТППerentlв, dependТnР on 
tСe specТic state and Рrade oП sublТmatТon (a 
component аСТcС Тs not earnestlв elaborated Тn 
musТcoloРв, and вet determТned as beТnР СТРСlв 
sТРnТicant Тn psвcСoanalвsТs). McClarв does 
not provТde anв serТous prooП oП Сer statement 
concernТnР Josц’s seбual actТvТtв. MeanаСТle, tСe 
ultra-sublТme spТrТtual РradatТon аТtС Тts present 
sвmbol “loаer” (embodвТnР tСe otСer, veРetatТve 
tвpe oП love, аСТcС does not аТtСer due to tСe 
spТrТtual enerРв oП tСe true lover, аСose tensТoned 
and narroа-sСaped eбpressТon Тs compatТble 
not onlв аТtС seбual ejaculatТon but also аТtС 
relТРТous praвer) bв all means makes possТble 
tСe appearance oП tСe dТvТne, supreme ecstasв oП 
tСe maТn Сero, аСТcС Тs not sСared bв tСe bodв-
occupТed Carmen.1

NevertСeless, tСe poТnt toucСed bв McClarв 
seems to be ТncredТblв ТntrТРuТnР; I am able 
to construe tСe same paradТРm Тn manв otСer 

operatТc realms (eбamples Тnclude numerous 
operas bв PuccТnТ, VerdТ, etc). We maв rejoТce 
Пor CavaradossТ and CalaП, аСo sТnР tСeТr arТas 
(sТmТlarlв possessТnР tСe Рreatest and most 
Тntense culmТnatТons, narratТnР about tСeТr 
beloved аomen) durТnР nТРСts oП sТlence, not 
in the presence oП tСeТr ladв-loves, аСo are not 
aаare oП tСe abstract sТРnТicatТon tСeв possess Пor 
tСeТr lovers Тnvolved Тn tСeТr nТРСtmarТsС actТons. 
OtСerаТse, Tosca, perСaps, аould not dТe Пor Сer 
lover; ТncТdentallв, tСe iРure oП Turandot, аСo 
kТlls nТce вounР men Тn memorв oП Сer vТolentlв 
raped motСer, provТdes Пor a most approprТate 
eбample oП a modern ПemТnТst; and tСe аaв Тn 
аСТcС Turandot escaped Сer oаn vТcТous practТces 
Тs also reаardТnР and possТble prescrТptТon Пor 
todaв’s ПemТnТsm.

IV. Behind the Masks: Criticism  
and the Essential Goals of Feminism

We Сave dаelt enouРС on McClarв’s morbТd 
ТmaРerв. IncТdentallв, tСe inal cСapters oП Сer book 
(аСere sСe dаells upon ТnРenТous rock musТcТans, 
sucС as LaurТe Anderson and Madonna) are oП tСe 
Рreatest Тnterest. TСe possТble advantaРes oП Сer 
metСod I аould lТke to turn to later, aПter аe toucС 
tСe questТon oП tСe crТtТcТsm aРaТnst Сer (especТallв 
because Сer аrТtТnРs Сave reallв presented a ПertТle 
ield Пor varТous attacks). “Is musТc ТnvТolate? Can Тt 
аТtСstand ТndeinТtelв our searcС Пor an eбplanatТon 
oП Тts appeal?” Д11, p. 11] Peter van den Toorn poses 
tСТs questТon about tСТs at tСe verв beРТnnТnР oП СТs 
book, аСТcС establТsСes a posТtТve ansаer to tСat 
problem. TСe Рoal to overturn McClarв’s posТtТon 
seems to be essentТal Пor van den Toorn, sТnce botС oП 
tСe researcСers are polarТгed Тn all possТble aspects. 
WСereas McClarв proclaТms Тn tСe IntroductТon to 
Сer аork tСat sСe Тs “no lonРer sure аСat MUSIC 
Тs” Д4, p. 19], and tСat musТc Тs a polТtТcal act, van 
den Toorn starts ТmmedТatelв аТtС a declaratТon tСat 
“musТcal аorks can become objects oП aППectТon, 
ПaТtС, and love. TСeв can speak to us ТndТrectlв, cut 
tСrouРС to tСe Сeart аТtСout delТberatТon, аТtСout 
verbal approбТmatТon” Д11, p. 11].

TСe entТre polemТcs betаeen McClarв and van 
den Toorn lТes beвond tСe scope oП tСТs artТcle (takТnР 
Тnto consТderatТon McClarв’s response and manв 
otСer moves bв tСeТr supporters and adversarТes). 
TСe major aspect oП van den Toorn’s crТtТcТsm Тs to 
cleanse musТc Пrom tСТs ТdeoloРТcal Пoam, clarТПвТnР 
Тts oаn meanТnР usТnР tСe old analвtТcal metСods 
аСТcС van den Toorn Тntends to vТndТcate. (TСe 
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entТre cСapter Тn СТs аork Тs tТtled “In DeПense oП 
MusТc TСeorв and AnalвsТs.”) “BeetСoven tСe 
PornoРrapСer. BeetСoven tСe SeбТst. Д…] AnaloРous 
to ‘vulРar MarбТsm,’ Тn аСТcС man Тs reduced 
to ‘economТc Пorces,’ ceaselesslв scramblТnР Пor 
Пood, sСelter, and reserves, McClarв’s ПemТnТsm 
reduces СТm to СТs seбual needs, to a РropТnР about 
Пor release, as Тt аere, and tСen to socТoeconomТc 
arranРements bв аСТcС tСat release Тs secured” 
ДIbТd., p. 38–39]. In СТs polemТcs aРaТnst McClarв, 
van den Toorn inds manв lapses Тn Сer oаn loРТcal 
constructТons (ТncludТnР dТametrТcal cСanРes oП 
аordТnР Тn cТtatТons Пrom Сer earlТer аrТtТnРs, аСТcС 
sСoа Сer uncertaТntв Тn reРards to tСe problems 
sСe dТscusses) ДIbТd., p. 34]. TСe most convТncТnР 
poТnt oП СТs posТtТon emerРes not Тn crТtТcТгТnР 
tСe notorТous McClarв, but Тn eбtendТnР Сer oаn 
“ПemТnТst sТde oП tСe arРument”: “no doubt our 
seбualТtТes reacС Тnto everв crevТce oП our beТnРs; 
tСeТr pulls and attractТons are a part oП daТlв lТПe. 
But tСТs, too, maв be precТselв tСe poТnt. DТППuse 
and reacСТnР everваСere, seбualТtв Тs potentТallв 
a part oП everвtСТnР.” AccordТnР to СТm, ПemТnТsts 
need to elaborate tСeТr specТic researcС metСods 
and tools Тn order to establТsС a dТrect lТnk betаeen 
seбualТtв and musТc (аСТcС most lТkelв does not 
eбТst). OtСerаТse, “seб and seбualТtв maв be oП 
no more assТstance Тn comТnР to terms аТtС musТc 
tСan tСeв are Тn dealТnР аТtС Д…] otСer аorks and 
actТvТtТes,” “ТncludТnР atСletТcs, cookТnР and card-
plaвТnР” ДIbТd., p. 42–43].

As convТncТnР and substantТal enouРС as СТs 
eбplanatТons are Пor us, tСeв undoubtedlв enraРe 
McClarв and Сer devotees. RutС SolТe’s artТcle 
“WСat do FemТnТsts Want?” Д10] turns out to be 
tСe most vocТПerous amonР tСe iРСters; sСe stems 
Сer arРuments Пrom tСe ostensТblв remote domaТn 
oП Сuman rТРСts and Рoes even ПurtСer. “On tСТs 
sТde oП tСe curtaТn Тt’s not an academТc eбercТse: a 
Пemale Тs raped everв sТб mТnutes Тn tСТs countrв; 
at least one РТrl Тn Пour noа tаelve вears old Тn tСe 
UnТted States аТll be raped at some tТme Тn Сer lТПe 
” Д10, p. 409]. I cede to SolТe Тn competТnР аТtС 
Сer reРardТnР statТstТcs oП anв kТnd (remarkablв, 
Сoа mucС аork sСould sСe dedТcate to eбplore 
tСe arcСТves аСТcС sСe claТms as tСe prooП аСТcС 
Сas notСТnР to do аТtС musТcoloРв, as Тt used to 
be аСen Тt stТll аas the old varТetв). All oП tСese 
proclamatТons are made Тn response to van den 
Toorn’s plea tСat leРТslatТon Сas alreadв solved 
аomen’s problems. On tСe contrarв, ТП аe take 
Тnto consТderatТon SolТe’s posТtТon, аe are РТven 

tСe ТmpressТon tСat tСТs problem Сas not been 
solved at all, СavТnР been prolonРed Пorever; 
аСereas statТstТcs, as one maв assume, аТll alаaвs 
be ПrТРСtenТnР and appallТnР (come to tСТnk about 
Тt, аСв not turn to tСe otСer terrТПвТnР questТon oП 
аСв tСe averaРe lТПespan Пor men Тs sСorter tСan 
tСat oП аomen?). IncТdentallв, I ind tСat SolТe 
Тs correct Тn turnТnР most remotelв aаaв Пrom 
ordТnarв scСolarsСТp: sСe reallв does respond to 
Сer oаn maТn questТon “аСat do ПemТnТsts аant.” 
In otСer аords, аСat tСeв reallв аant lТes dТstantlв 
Пar beвond musТcoloРв; Тt seems tСat tСeв merelв 
need to establТsС a neа varТetв oП scСolarsСТp. 
AccordТnР to McClarв, аСat tСeв аТsС Пor Тs quТte 
lТkelв to cСanРe tСe аorld. As sСe states Тn one 
oП tСe inal cСapters oП Сer “FemТnТne EndТnРs”: 
“TСТnk oП Тt. TСТnk oП Тt as. TСТnk oП Тt as a neа 
аaв. TСТnk oП Тt as a neа аaв oП structurТnР tТme” 
Д4, p. 147].

V. What is Feminism For?

InasmucС as I must dТsaРree аТtС McClarв’s 
entТre treatТse, I am absolutelв all Пor tСe latter 
quoted statement. I аould reallв lТke to belТeve 
tСat ПemТnТsm Сas Тts oаn sublТme purpose, аСТcС 
sСould proceed Тn precТselв tСe realms announced 
bв McClarв and manв otСers. TСe bodв Тs reallв 
underestТmated bв our Тntellectual cТvТlТгatТon; 
and tСe аell-knoаn postulate bв Kant “tСe laаs 
sСould rule, but not tСe people” must be cСanРed, 
Тn mв opТnТon, to quТte tСe opposТte state oП aППaТrs. 
One oП tСe novels bв Ursula Le GuТn narrates a 
storв about tСe ТnvasТon oП a remote planet bв 
Сumans, аСere tСeв enПorced an aРРressТve and 
vТcТous polТcв. TСe aborТРТnes resТdТnР on tСe 
planet аere absolutelв peaceПul, lТvТnР under 
matrТarcСв and Тncapable oП аaРТnР аar. AПter 
a serТes oП СorrТble actТons carrТed out bв tСe 
Тnvaders (rapТnР tСe аomen, murderТnР tСe local 
people, etc), tСe aborТРТnes learn Сoа to iРСt back 
and kТll, eradТcatТnР tСe Сumans oПП tСe planet. TСe 
last survТvТnР oП tСe Сumans, tСe most cruel and 
unprТncТpled oП tСem, Тs captured, but tСeв cannot 
kТll СТm because oП tСeТr ТnabТlТtв to carrв out one 
addТtТonal Тmmoral act, even ТП Тt Тs requТred bв 
tСe neа laа. TСe ТndТvТdual approacС vanquТsСes 
tСe collectТve one (‘essentТalТsm’, as RutС SolТe 
states Тn Сer artТcles); and tСe man, nevertСeless, 
Тs alloаed to lТve.

In tСТs conteбt, does ПemТnТsm Тn musТcoloРв 
correspond to tСese Тdeas? Do аe see anваСere 
anв condemnatТon oП аar or crueltв Тn аСatever 
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1 SТnce McClarв’s book Тs abundant аТtС manв 
dТППerent anecdotes about Сer students, I аould also 
lТke to sСare tСe topТc oП dТscussТon аСТcС аas Сeld 
bв mв ПrТends and me аСen аe аere students at tСe 
Conservatorв. TСe actТon oП blackmaТl carrТed out bв 
Carmen toаards Don Josц Тn response to СТs paТnПul 
and sТncere conПessТon conirmed our most mТsoРвnТst 

eбpectatТons; Тt аas dТscovered tСat ‘tСe verв best strТnРs 
oП our souls аТll never be recoРnТгed bв materТalТstТc and 
narroа-mТnded аomen sunk Тn ТРnorance.’

2 AmonР tСe arcСТves eбplored bв Сer are tСe FBI, 
TСe Department oП JustТce, tСe Center Пor Women PolТcв 
StudТes, etc.
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TСe artТcle dТscusses tСe pСenomenon oП Рender musТcoloРв (a trend oП tСe so-called new musicology), vТeаed 
tСrouРС tСe lenses oП a ПoreТРner, oП a representatТve oП a dТППerent natТonal scСool oП musТcoloРв (namelв, RussТan). 
TСe artТcle questТons tСe basТc Пundamental concepts oП ПemТnТsm Тn musТcoloРв – partТcularlв tСe black-and-аСТte 
vТsТon oП almost everвtСТnР, Пrom barlТnes to musТcal Рenres and Пorms – аСere аe alаaвs Пorced to recoРnТгe 
masculТne and ПemТnТne Пeatures. TСe Пocal poТnt oП tСe essaв Тs tСe crТtТcТsm vТeаpoТnts oП Susan McClarв, аСo Тs 
one oП tСe Пounders oП tСТs dТscТplТne. AnotСer case Тs constТtuted bв tСe dТscussТon oП one oП tСe most аell-knoаn 
and pТcturesque eбamples oП ПemТnТst crТtТque: BТгet’s opera Carmen, аСТcС Тs tСe sСoаcase Пor numerous Тdeas 
oП musТcal ПemТnТsts – namelв, tСe juбtaposТtТon betаeen tСe bodв-orТented outlook oП Carmen and spТrТtual and 
bourРeoТs outlooks, tСe musТc- and Рender-related mecСanТsm oП creatТnР tСe musТcal and conceptual ‘desТre’ to kТll 
Carmen, and so on. AddТtТonallв, oП posТtТons crТtТcal Рender musТcoloРв are dТscussed – epТtomТгed bв Peter van 
den Toorn’s crТtТque oП musТcal ПemТnТsts, and СТs subsequent counteractТon aРaТnst tСeТr posТtТon. FТnallв, tСe essaв 
questТons tСe essentТal role and value oП ПemТnТsm, part oП аСТcС Тs Пormed bв Рender musТcoloРв.

Keваords: masculТnТtв and ПemТnТnТtв Тn musТc, Gender MusТcoloРв, AnРlo-AmerТcan musТcoloРТst. 

РuТse, anв neа approacС to ТndТvТdualТtв, or anв 
denТal oП autonomous blТnd-laа pТtТless practТces? 
IП ПemТnТsts do аТsС to acСТeve sucС Рoals, Тt 
Тs ТmperceptТble вet Тn tСe perspectТve oП tСeТr 
РrandТose scenes oП battles aРaТnst BeetСoven, 
ScСenker, Peter van den Toorn, etc. Hoаever, 

Тt presents a ratСer amusТnР pastТme to read 
McClarв et al; and I sСall preserve tСe most vТvТd 
recollectТons oП tСeТr proclamatТons, аСТcС I sСall 
аТllТnРlв take to mв Сome on mв Eastern European 
planet, dreamТnР about tСe remote and allurТnР 
ТdealТstТc ПemТnТsm Пor tСe rest oП mв lТПe.
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